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Qualifications
Urban planning scholar, educator, and collaborator working at the intersection of planning, media, and community engagement. Combines research, teaching, and applied partnerships to strengthen resilience in both urban neighborhoods and rural communities, expand public understanding of planning, and support inclusive civic participation. Experienced in mentoring students, leading collaborative projects, and using storytelling and media to connect policy with practice. Dedicated to student success, innovative pedagogy, and sustainable approaches to community well-being.

Areas of Focus
Urban & Regional Planning        Community Engagement & Collaboration        Storytelling & Narrative Methods
Public Health Resilience	           Rural Community Development 		 Urban and Cultural History 
Teaching & Mentorship	           Social Equity & Opportunity		 Media Literacy & Communication		
Education
PhD, Urban Planning and Development, University of Southern California, August 2023
* Certificate in Digital Media and Culture, University of Southern California, 2019
	  * Dissertation: The Role of Multimedia Tools in Environmental Policy
     Committee:  Lisa Schweitzer (Chair), Juan de Lara, David Sloane

Master of City Planning, University of California, Berkeley, 2018

Bachelor of Arts in Film and Television, Minor in History, University of California, Los Angeles, 2003

Academic Appointments
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
Assistant Professor, Department of Community and Regional Planning	August 2023 – Present

Publications
1. Lopez, J. I. (2025). Broadway Was Always Here: Preservation and Racial Exclusion. Journal of Urban History, 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/00961442251378428

2. O'Neill, M., Mujahid, M., Hutson, M., Fukutome, A., Robichaud, R., & Lopez, J. (2020). Investing in public       school kitchens and equipment as a pathway to healthy eating and equitable access to healthy food. Journal of School Health, 90(6), 492-503.

3. Lisa Schweitzer, Jaime Lopez. “Planning, Media, and Power” (book chapter), Edward Elgar Publishing, 2023





Publications Ready for Submittal
1. Lopez, J., & O’Connell, K. Cinema as Method: Film-Based Pedagogy for Foundational Planning Knowledge. Submitted to Planning Practice and Research

2. Lopez, J., & O’Connell, K. Cinema-Based Planning Education: Identity, Emotional Literacy, and Democratic Imagination. Submitted to IJURR – International Journal of Urban and Regional Research

3. Lopez, J., & O’Connell, K. Viewpoint: Planning Pedagogy, Cinema, and Civic Imagination. Submitted to Journal of the American Planning Association (JAPA) – Planning Viewpoints.


Teaching and Educator Experience
2023-Present:    University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE
	  Title:    Assistant Professor, Department of Community and Regional Planning
[bookmark: _heading=h.x4jw7wy9vdbm]     Instructor:    Dr. Jaime Lopez

Courses Taught in Spring 2023:
· CRPL 900: Professional Planning Practice (Graduate)
· Prepared and delivered lectures on core planning competencies and professional development.
· Facilitated class discussions on contemporary planning issues and career pathways.
· Coordinated guest speakers from public and private sector planning organizations.
· Conducted office hours, grading, and provided student support through email correspondence.

Courses Taught in Spring 2024:
· CRPL 300: Community and the Future (Undergraduate)
· Designed and led interdisciplinary discussions on urban change, technological impacts, and economic transformation.
· Incorporated multimedia, scenario-based forecasting exercises, and experiential learning activities.
· Developed student reflection assignments linking personal experiences to planning themes.
· CRPL 460/860: Planning and Design in the Built Environment (Graduate/Undergraduate)
· Updated course materials to include contemporary urban design issues and comparative case studies.
· Integrated guest lectures and planning practitioner-led workshops.
· Developed assignments analyzing historical and modern approaches to planning and design.

Courses Taught in Fall 2024:
· CRPL 900: Professional Planning Practice (Graduate)
· Expanded guest speaker engagement to include national practitioners and policy experts.
· Aligned course content more explicitly with PAB Outcome Assessment and AICP competencies.
· Customized final projects for students’ individual professional goals.
· CRPL 470: Environmental Planning and Policy (Graduate/Undergraduate)
· Integrated environmental justice research and real-world planning applications.
· Designed site visits and workshops to highlight policy challenges and case studies.
· Used federal online screening tools (e.g., EPA's EJScreen, NEPAssist) for applied student research.

Courses Taught in Spring 2025:
· CRPL 300: Community and the Future (Undergraduate)
· Designed and led interdisciplinary discussions on urban change, utopian/dystopian visions, and technological transformations.
· Incorporated film analysis, speculative design, and scenario-based exercises to engage students with future-oriented planning debates.
· Guided student projects analyzing cultural narratives and New Urbanism, culminating in final case-study visioning assignments
· CRPL 464/864: Urban Design (Graduate/Undergraduate)
· Taught foundational theories of urban design with a focus on livability and happiness.
· Integrated Happy City (Charles Montgomery) with local and global case studies.
· Organized guest lectures and field-based projects connecting students with professional design practice.
· Supervised final poster projects in which students proposed evidence-based urban design interventions

Courses Taught in Fall 2025:
· CRPL 400: Introduction to Planning (Graduate/Undergraduate)
· Introduced planning history, law, theory, and the planning process through lectures, media, and discussions.
· Led assignments on neighborhood comparisons, planning memos, and case study research presentations.
· Guided graduate students in advanced analytical work linking theory to implementation across planning subfields
· CRPL 470: Environmental Planning and Policy (Graduate/Undergraduate)
· Taught sustainability and climate policy through comparative analysis of Lincoln, Omaha, and national case studies.
· Designed assignments requiring students to critically evaluate climate action plans and propose policy interventions.
· Supervised team projects developing components of Omaha’s Draft Climate Action and Resilience Plan.
· Facilitated reflection on framing, equity, and justice in environmental decision-making

2021:	University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
Title:	Instructor for Sustainable Communities, Planning and Policy Instructor:		Jaime Lopez
Prepared lectures and facilitated class discussions. Coordinated with guest speakers for select lectures. Conducted office hours, grading, and student email correspondence.


2020:	University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
Title:	Teaching Assistant for Planning History and Theory for a Just Society Instructor:		Dr. Meredith Drake Reitan
Facilitated and contributed to class discussions. Coordinated and contributed to Bunker Hill Refrain Project. Assisted with grading, and student communication.

2019-2020:	University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
          Title:	Teaching Assistant for History of Planning and Development (two semesters)   Instructor:		Cara Mullio, M.A.
Facilitated and contributed to class discussions. Developed and delivered three class lectures. Assisted grading and student email correspondence.

2008-2010:		Johns Hopkins University/Center for Talented Youth, Marina del Rey, CA Title:	Educational Advisor
Presented and monitored college preparatory academic support for a caseload of 65 scholars and families in California, Arizona & Texas. Presented college preparatory workshops. Assisted with recruitment of potential applicants.

2003- 2005:		The Reading Center, Manhattan Beach, CA Title:	Teacher for Afterschool Tutoring Center
Taught hour-long sessions in English, Math, Spanish, and History for 15 students ranging from K-12. Selected & modified instructional resources for varying learning needs. 

Student Supervision and Mentorship
Master Student Supervision 
Mia Haschenburger (Master of Community and Regional Planning; Role: Faculty Advisor)	   10/2023-05/2024
University of Nebraska, Lincoln

James Mizutani (Master of Community and Regional Planning; Role: Faculty Advisor)	                    2/2024-07/2024
University of Nebraska, Lincoln

Meryl O. Sahouet (Master of Community and Regional Planning; Role: Faculty Advisor)                 8/2024-05/2026
University of Nebraska, Lincoln

Michael Nti Ababio (Master of Community and Regional Planning; Role: Thesis Chair) – Thesis: Impact of Climate Change on Extreme Weather Events and Hazards in Nebraska (05/2025–12/2025)

Ciara Nelson (Master of Community and Regional Planning; Role: Faculty Advisor) – University of Nebraska, Lincoln (05/2025–12/2025)

Brent Lucke (Master of Community and Regional Planning; Role: Capstone Advisor) – Project on Community Arts and Visual Storytelling Plan with Great Plains Center and Otoe-Missouria’s Arts Committee (07/2025–Present)

Michael Leiting (Architecture + Community and Regional Planning Dual Degree; Role: Faculty Advisor for Design Thesis Prep) – University of Nebraska, Lincoln (08/2025–Present)

Michael Leiting (Community and Regional Planning/Architecture; Role: Independent Study Advisor) – CRPL Independent Study in conjunction with ARCH 613 Design Thesis Prep (08/2025–Present)


Gabriel Logan (Master of Community and Regional Planning; Role: Thesis Chair) – Thesis: TBD (05/2025–04/2026)

Undergraduate & Honors Student Supervision 
Olivia Clancy (Minor in Community and Regional Planning; Role: Faculty Advisor) – University of Nebraska, Lincoln (09/2024–05/2025)

Fletcher Kuper (Honors Thesis/Senior Project in Architecture; Role: Faculty Mentor) – Applied Knowledge Project on the Redevelopment of Tranquility Park, Omaha (08/2025–05/2026)

Research Experience

External Funding Proposals
Community Health Endowment of Lincoln (CHE) - 2025–Present
PI: Jaime Lopez
Project: Roots and Wings: Lincoln’s Nature-Based Youth Mental Health and Social Connection Initiative
· Submitted July 30, 2025 – Request: $300,000 (2 years).
· Project builds youth mental health resilience through nature-based outings, peer mentorship, and creative reflection activities in Lincoln’s Near South, Clinton, Belmont, and West “O” neighborhoods.
· Partners: Conservation Nebraska, Big Gumdrop Outdoors.
· Status: Submitted, decision pending.

Civic Science Media Fellowship (Center for Cooperative Media) -- 2025–Present
PI: Jaime Lopez
Project: Building Community Resilience through Civic Science Media: Tornado Preparedness and Communication in Elkhorn, Nebraska
· Submitted August 29, 2025 – Request: $15,000 (1 year).
· Builds a civic science partnership linking resilience modeling, journalism, and participatory planning to strengthen tornado preparedness in Elkhorn. Combines IN-CORE simulations, community workshops, and media co-production with WOWT-TV.
· Partners: UNL (Community & Regional Planning, Engineering, Journalism), UNMC College of Public Health, Douglas County Health Department, Tri-County Long-Term Recovery Group, WOWT-TV.
· Status: Submitted, decision pending.

2024: EPA Community Change Grant
Lead Applicant: Jaime Lopez (with Midwest Resilience Partnership Network, MRPN)
Project: Environmental Justice and Resilience in Disadvantaged Communities in Nebraska and Missouri
· Submitted November 2024 – Request: $3 million (3 years).
· Proposed multi-state initiative to integrate community-based research, environmental health literacy, and policy advocacy to strengthen local resilience.
· Status: Not funded.

Internal Funding Proposals
Healthy Nebraska Grant (Office of Student Life, UNL) - 2025–Present
PI: Jaime Lopez
Project: Nebraska Youth Health Cabinet Initiative (NYHCI)
· Submitted September 15, 2025 – Request: $100,000 (1 year).
· Year-long statewide youth public health leadership initiative supporting 30 competitively selected fellows from historically underserved Nebraska communities. Includes civic simulations, mentorship, hackathons, and a statewide media showcase.
· Partners: Civic Nebraska, Conservation Nebraska, UNMC College of Public Health, UNL Johnny Carson Center for Emerging Media.
· Status: Submitted, decision pending.


University of Nebraska–Lincoln, Arts and Humanities Research Enhancement Program -  2024–Present
PI: Jaime Lopez
Project: Community Environmental Media Pilot Project
· Awarded $22,500 by the Office of Research and Economic Development.
· Project engages community workshops and video creation to address environmental issues and strengthen civic capacity.
· Responsibilities include fiscal management, IRB compliance, and detailed progress reporting.
· Status: Awarded, in progress.

Projects Funded Outside of UNL
2022-2024:	California Air Resources Board (CARB)
	PI:	Dr. Anthony Orlando
           Co-PI:     Jaime Lopez and Moses Huerta
[bookmark: _heading=h.kvzl27ai7s2z]Project:	Community Engagement and Community-Centric Research Roadmap: Focus on Metals 		Related Toxic Emissions

 2019-2020:	University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA PI:	Dr. Lisa Schweitzer
Project:	Public Infrastructure and Media
Assisted with acquiring and coding content related to major infrastructure projects and related media coverage.

2019:     University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
     PI:     Dr. Marlon G. Boarnet, Dr. Richard K. Green
Project:   Los Angeles’ Housing Crisis and Local Planning Responses: An Evaluation of Inclusionary Zoning, the Transit-Oriented Communities Plan, and Parking Reduction
Assisted with interviews of housing developers to explore impacts of entitlement policies: reduced parking requirements in Greater Downtown Housing Incentive Area (City Ordinance No. 179076), a density bonus program with associated inclusionary zoning (City Ordinance No. 179681), and the transit-oriented communities (TOC) plan stemming from Measure JJJ.

2017-2018:	Institute of Urban and Regional Development, University of California, Berkeley
PI:	Moira O’Neil, JD
Project:     Rethinking School Lunch Oakland Project
Assisted with conducting in-depth interviews, parent focus groups, and passive observation of K-5 students during mealtime. Interviewed in English and Spanish as needed. Contributed initial review and content analysis of documents in preparation for interviews/focus groups.

2017:	Global Development Fund Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley
Title:	Graduate Student Researcher
Project:	Sustainable Development in the Maule Region
Conducted research on sustainability for intermediate-sized Latin American cities for three months while based in Talca, Chile.

[bookmark: _heading=h.amyvwxo4936z]2016-2017:     University of California, Berkeley
Title:     Writing Editor Assistant
             Project:     California Integrated Border Approach Strategy Study
                                Edited documents for California-Mexico border mobility regional study.


University Service and Professional Engagement
[bookmark: _heading=h.txb49rh6aza2]
[bookmark: _heading=h.xh5vap21jt12]Program Development and Student Engagement Initiatives
· [bookmark: _heading=h.ukff6eno36k]Structured Mentorship Program (2024-2026)
· Established a Mentorship Board with professionals from transportation, housing, sustainability, and policy sectors.
· Developed structured student-practitioner engagement timelines and mentorship guidelines.
· Created feedback mechanisms to refine program structure and student impact.
· Faculty Advisor for Student Planning Association of Nebraska (SPAN)
· Supported student professional development and conference participation.
· Assisted in organizing networking events with regional planning professionals.
[bookmark: _heading=h.eefy615hg2kl]
[bookmark: _heading=h.hwe4lh4cenpe]College of Architecture Engagement & Enrichment Committee (CEEC)
· Hyde Lecture Series Coordination
· Assisted in speaker selection and engagement strategies for faculty and students.
· Organized pre-lecture discussions and podcast recordings to enhance academic dialogue.
· Podcast Development for Urban Planning Education
· Facilitated student training in podcast recording for interviews featured on the “Booked on Planning” podcast.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gh87xndyu33b]Coordinated studio reservations and assisted with interview structure for professional planners and faculty guests.
[bookmark: _heading=h.j4eh66l2tyli]Grand Challenges 
· [bookmark: _heading=h.rmh2vuyetbp]Grand Challenges Reviewer
· [bookmark: _heading=h.w3arrfc7uzru]Summer 2024 at University of Nebraska, Lincoln.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.b48f2ax4cnsk]Helped UNL review applications for Grand Challenges Research Competition

Community Projects, Public Service and Volunteer Experience
              5/24:	Organized Environmental Justice Tour in California
  2/22 – 1/23:	Building Community Power in Paramount: Ground Truthing Air Quality Project
	Assist and engage with the Center for Environmental Health and key Paramount residents 		leading the weekly implementation of a community air monitoring project.
 1/19 – 6/20:	Planning Commissioner for the City of Paramount
	Reviewed and deliberated monthly agenda items. Provided recommendations to the planning 	department, advocated for the community on a wide variety of issues ranging from 		environmental justice and sustainability to bike infrastructure and transportation.
11/07-01/09:	Staff Writer at LACityZine.com
	Conducted interviews with politicians, historians, professors and community organizers.
  6/07-07/07:	UCLA Alumni Bunche Scholarship Interviewer
[bookmark: _heading=h.xo7gbr5ko6rc]	Served on the evaluation panel for UCLA Alumni Bunche Scholarship interviews for incoming 	freshman scholarship candidates.

Professional Development
2024-2025:       UNL’s Research Development Fellowship Program (RDFP)     
2024-2025:       DEII Mellon Fellowship 
[bookmark: _heading=h.fs6hm09iavla]    2022-2023:	USC Dissertation Writing Boot Camp
    2022-2023:      USC Mellon Fellowship




Media Arts and Filmmaking Experience
            01/21:	Crisis and Campaign
	Short documentary based on political campaigning and voting in Southeast Los Angeles. 		Written and directed as part of USC’s Annenberg School of Journalism.
            03/20:	Hex Chrome and the City
	Short documentary based on the environmental crisis in Paramount, CA. Written and directed 	as part of USC’s Annenberg School of Journalism.
            05/17:	UC Berkeley Bank of America Low-Income Housing Challenge 2017
	Directed and edited video for Berkeley student entry.
  03/12-7/14:	Film Critic at ScreenCrave.com
	Contributed Weekly Film Reviews for a weekly Roger Ebert “Great Movies” series
  2003- 2007:	Scope Seven, Inc., El Segundo, CA
              Title:	DVD Author/Quality Control Technician
	Programmed DVD functionality at a multimedia company. Executed and maintained complex 	and dynamic changing client specifications for film industry clients.
             2002:	Nominated for Best Script for thesis film “Boxer Crabs” – UCLA Film Festival 2002

Fellowships and Honors
[bookmark: _heading=h.g034wvvvxf68]              2024:	Jack Dyckman Award (Best Dissertation in Urban Planning & Development at USC’s Sol Price    	School of Public Policy) - The Role of Social Media for Community-Based Organizations 		Focused on Environmental Justice in Southeast Los Angeles
[bookmark: _heading=h.f2nlhabkvqgi]    2022-2023:	Haynes Lindley Dissertation Fellowship
    2022-2023:      USC Mellon Sawyer Dissertation Fellowship (Center on Science, Technology, and Public Life and the Center for Latinx and Latin American Studies)
              2021:	Arts and Climate Collective (USC) Short Documentary on Environmental Justice
              2020:	Ford Foundation 2020 Predoctoral Fellowship – Honorable Mention
              2017:	Global Development Fund Scholar (UC Berkeley) Conducted research on sustainability for intermediate-sized Latin American cities for three months in Talca, Chile.
              2002:	Peter Stark Memorial Scholarship (UCLA) for artistic merit (2002)

Professional Certifications and Memberships
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) – (Pending test) American Planning Association (APA)
Los Angeles Conservancy
CA Real Estate License: # 02067822 (Expired)
CA Public Notary: Commission Number #2265533 (Expired)

Skills
Technical Skills: WordPress, Adobe Premiere, Adobe Illustrator, Atlas TI, NVivo, beginning ArcGIS, STATA

Language Skills: Fluent in Spanish, Beginner Level in Mandarin Chinese
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