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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF 2015 NAAB VISIT 
   

CONDITIONS NOT MET 

2015  VTR 
None 
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE CRITERIA NOT MET 

2015  VTR 
None 
 
CAUSES OF CONCERN 

2015  VTR 
History and Mission 
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Interim Progress Report 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

College of Architecture 
M. Arch. [Preprofessional degree + 54 credits] 

M. Arch. [non preprofessional degree + 92 credits] 
Last APR submission: September 15, 2014 

Year of the previous visit: 2015  

 
 

 
Chief administrator for the academic unit in which the program is located: Katherine Ankerson, 
Dean of the College of Architecture 
 
Provost: Donde Plowman, Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer 
 
President of the institution: Ronnie Green, Chancellor 
 
Individual submitting the Interim Progress Report: Sharon S Baum Kuska, PhD, PE, LEED AP, 
Associate AIA; Interim Director of the Architecture Program 
 
Name of individual(s) to whom questions should be directed: Sharon S Baum Kuska, PhD, PE, 
LEED AP, Associate AIA; Interim Director of the Architecture Program 
 
Current term of accreditation: 8-year term 
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Text from the most recent VTR or APR is in the gray text boxes.  

a. Progress in Addressing Not-Met Conditions and Student Performance Criteria  
 

 None 
 
 
 
b. Plans for/Progress in Addressing Causes of Concern 
 

• History and Mission 

2015 Visiting Team Comments: The program has clearly communicated the history and 
the mission of the program. This description identifies both the opportunities and the 
challenges for the program moving forward. This condition is a cause of concern based 
on the timing of the visit and the unknown date for the establishment, or not, of the new 
college to house the program. The program will need to report the outcomes of this 
university  decision and its impact on the program to the NAAB. 
 

UNL, 2017 Response: The Visiting Team Report was dated March 14-18, 2015. At that point in 
time, the College of Architecture was involved in a proposal to form a new college through a merger 
with the Hixson-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts, where it was slated to become a School of 
Architecture led by an Associate Dean. On June 11, an official communication from the Office of 
University Communications of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln announced: “The University of 
Nebraska Board of Regents had been scheduled to consider approval of a plan to form a new college by 
consolidating the Hixon-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts and the College of Architecture at its 
June 12 meeting. The item was removed from the board agenda and UNL officials do not expect it to be 
considered in the near future.” Since that memorable day, the administration of the campus and College 
of Architecture has undergone significant change: Scott Killinger was appointed Interim Dean of the 
College of Architecture on July 30, 2015, Ronnie Green was appointed UNL’s 20th Chancellor on April 6, 
2016, Katherine Ankerson was appointed Dean of the College of Architecture effective July 1, 2016, and 
Donde Plowman was appointed Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer on January 1, 
2017.The College of Architecture continues today as an independent college within the University of 
Nebraska system, with programs in Architecture, Community and Regional Planning, Interior Design and 
Landscape Architecture. 
 
 

c. Changes or Planned Changes in the Program  
Please report such changes as the following: faculty retirement/succession planning; administration 
changes (dean, department chair, provost); changes in enrollment (increases, decreases,  new 
external pressures); new opportunities for collaboration; changes in financial resources (increases, 
decreases, external pressures); significant changes in educational approach or philosophy; changes 
in physical resources (e.g., deferred maintenance, new building planned, cancellation of plans for 
new building). 
 
UNL, 2017 Response: Retirements of full-time faculty since the March 2015 visit include: R. Wayne 
Drummond and Nathan Krug. Administration changes include: Ronnie Green, Chancellor (2016); 
Donde Plowman, Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer (2017); Katherine Ankerson, 
Dean of the College of Architecture (2016); Sharon Kuska, Interim Architecture Program Director 
(2017). Even in a time of university budget cuts and hiring freeze, the Architecture Program has been 
approved to search for two new faculty positions and, just recently, for the position of Program 
Director.  
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d. Summary of Activities in Response to Changes in the NAAB Conditions 
2015  NAAB Conditions 
 
UNL, 2017 Response: None 
 
e. Appendix (include revised curricula, syllabi, and one-page CVs or bios of new administrators and 

faculty members; syllabi should reference which NAAB SPC a course addresses) 
 
UNL, 2017 Response: One- page CVs of new administrators and faculty members include: 

Katherine Ankerson, Dean, and new faculty members Ellen Donnelly and David Newton. 
  

http://naab.org/f/documents/streamfile.aspx?sortfield=lastmodified%21asc&name=01_Final+Approved+2014+NAAB+Conditions+for+Accreditation.pdf&path=Public+Documents%5cNAAB+News%5c
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